Monday, September 29, 2008

Fall is sports, especially in the Midwest, with a new priority
this year. Packer fans, watch to see if it can be the same
without #4; Cub fans wonder if finally, after 100 years,
history can repeat. Meanwhile the financial global markets
continue to tremble, businesses hold their breath.

“Synergy” is at the core! It's the dynamic between people
or organizations in action. Athletic teams are made up of
individual athletes trying to blend their efforts into a
“synergy” that produces victory over their opponent. Business
leaders seek the “synergy” between their employees and the
various elements of their business; the relationship between
their business and their customers, vendors, competition and
potential new customers, which will produce profitability.
Synergy . .. it's everywhere!

Has God designed His people to have “synergy”? Yes! The
pattern of the Old Testament is God seeking to establish and
build a nation of people who were unigue in the world in that
they were “God'’s people” (Ex. 19 & 20). It began with God'’s
call to Abraham (Gen. 12) . . . “all the peoples on earth will be
blessed through you.” In following God to a new place, having
a miracle son Isaac, from whom would come a miracle nation
(Jews) living in a God provided land (Israel), with
worship and lifestyle defined by Jehovah God . . . this people
would have a “synergy” between them and God, and a “synergy”
among themselves as the people of God, that would be evident
to all other peoples on earth. (Deut. 6) They would be a
people led by God, protected by God, their needs provided
by God, as they were obedient to God and lived to honor God
in all aspects of their lives.

The “sand in the gears” of synergy between God and
mankind is, of course, sin . .. .the attitudes and actions of
rebellion, refusing God and His relationship with us . . . each
of us and all of us. Look at your family heritage. What affect
has sin had on the synergy between you as a family, between
you and God? What needs to change? Are you willing? Is
God willing? Consider Romans 3 & 4, God synergy is possible!

Tuesday, September 30, 2008

“Synergy” by it's very nature happens with activity,
aliveness! It is effectiveness in change. A motor running
smoothly, a relay team handing off in perfect stride, a
NASCAR team of pit crew and driver working well together.
It is also seen in a marriage of two people in love, delighting
in serving one another, honoring each other at all times as
they travel life together, through family years, empty nest
years and ageing years.

This same “God honoring synergy” is to be seen in God's
people, the Church. Is it seen in Calvary Church? Of course,
when Jesus left and returned to heaven, His followers were
almost exclusively Jews who had trusted in Him as Messiah.
As “the church” exploded in growth in those first months
(120 to 3000 in Acts 2 / then 5000 in Acts 4), they were
Jewish Christians, and mostly all in Jerusalem. While
persecution broke out against them (Acts 5 & 8) they
scattered, but still communicating about Jesus primarily to
other Jews. The turning point is Acts 10, when Peter and
Cornelius are led by undeniable God directives, to meet each
other . . . and suddenly Gentiles experience the Holy Spirit!
Read Acts 10:1-11:18! The “Religious synergy” of Judaism,
suddenly changed to a “spiritual synergy” between Jesus
Christ and His Church . . . any and all peoples of the earth
who would trust Jesus for their salvation (John 3:16)!!

Now think about this a moment, it would not be
unreasonable to say it would be like Nazis and Jews being part
of the same church in 1940 or whites and blacks being part of
the same church in Alabama in 1960, etc. Acts 11 is nothing
short of miraculous! Have you wondered why it
happened in Caesarea (Acts 10) and Antioch (Acts 11) but
not in Jerusalem? What attitudes kept Jew and Gentile
seekers of Jesus apart do you suppose? Do you see those
attitudes in our day in America, in Walworth County?

Look closely at Acts 11:19-21, what new “synergy dynamics”
do you see? What was the evidence of “the Lord’'s hand was
with them”? Do you see it at Calvary? Are you part of it?

Wednesday, October 1, 2008

“Synergy” is never static. It is constantly moving,
changing, growing from one condition to another. When
synergy works well between people, “times are good”! Life
is fun, business is running very well, the team is winning, etc.
When is the last time you were part of such “synergy”? If
you are aware of what is happening at Calvary, | believe we
should conclude that “spiritual synergy” and “functional
synergy” are both very good right now. We are hundreds
of people enjoying each other, enjoying Jesus and growing
in every way. That's not a prideful statement . .. it'sa
celebration of the work of God's Spirit among us!

Look closely at Acts 11:19-30, especially 22-26. Do you
see the “synergy” dynamic? The large, “mother” primarily
Jewish Church in Jerusalem was skeptical of what they were
hearing about Antioch, so they sent an investigator, Barnabas.
Take a moment and research him: Acts 4:32-36; Acts 9:17-30.
What do you conclude about this unusual Jewish follower of
Jesus . . . a Levite, remember? What attributes or character
traits do you suppose qualified him to be chosen as the
singular ambassador, detective sent to Antioch? Remember
the antagonism between Jews and Gentiles? What might
Barnabas have seen as “the evidence of the grace of God”?
Do you see his reputation in Acts 11:24 . . . what about you
and me?

Seems Barnabas quickly concluded what was happening in
Antioch needed more than he alone could offer. He needed
a team-mate, someone with whom there would be good
“synergy” as they partnered in mentoring, teaching, leading
the multi-ethnic, fast growing church in Antioch. Why Saul?
What do you think were his qualifiers? What results do you
see from this team (Acts 11:26)? Now consider yourself . ..
what “synergistic teams” have you been part of, and with what
results? Whatever happened in that town nearly 2000 years
ago, indirectly birthed Calvary Church in Williams Bay, in
1921 Finally, notice that “synergy” birthed sacrificial
compassion in Acts 11:27-30!

Digging Deeper is also available on our web site: www.calvarycommunity.net. Click on Resources and Digging Deeper




Thursday, October 2, 2008

Synergy builds legacy! Synergy is ever-evolving. Synergy
is always looking out over the horizon, anxious to see what
new possibilities await the dynamic of success. It's true in
business, athletics, politics, family, even Church! The greater
the synergy, the greater the potential!!

We've been in Acts 11. Acts 12 is a harsh reminder that
while great Spiritual synergy was happening in Antioch as a
multi-ethnic church was developing nicely; in Jewish only
Jerusalem, there was serious trouble! Peter was on death
row! A miracle angel from God freed Peter, he shocked the
prayer meeting (warning . . . prayer works, don't minimize it)
and link Acts 11:30 with Acts 12:25!! Synergistic teams take
on emerging leaders who want to be part of the action!!

When Spiritual Synergy is at work, God ALWAYS has a
bigger plan than we could imagine! Consider Acts 13:1-5.
John Mark returned with Saul and Barnabas to be part of
this “synergy movement” happening in Antioch . . . but God
was forming the first cross-cultural, international ministry
team!! Now friends, link this closely with 1 Corinthians
12:12-27. On his second missionary journey Paul visited
Corinth and planted a church there . . . this letter is written
to them some years later. This church was, like Antioch,
comprised of both Jews and Gentiles, only more complex . . .
this was hedonistic Corinth, one of the major cultural,
business centers of the first century! This was Chicago,
Los Angeles, Miami type of city, yet Paul wanted them to
know that in the Church, the “synergy” which God wants to
accomplish weaves together a wide range of people into a
“tapestry” which reflects His creative genius! All different
types of people, but all experiencing the same life
transforming work of Jesus in their lives!! A united nations
unified at the cross! Do you see that at Calvary? Does
Jesus break down all barriers between us? If not, why not?
How much do we impede His desires for us by not allowing
the Holy Spirit to completely unite us in Christ ... no
barriers, no attitudes!??

Friday, October 3, 2008

“Synergy for Eternity” was our theme last week, and we've
seen it in Acts 11, the Antioch Church. Before Paul could
visit Rome, the Gospel had found its way there by traveling
Christians, and a church was formed in what was the capital
of the world! Consider Romans 12, especially vs. 1-8. Again
the idea of synergy among a diverse people, but this time the
focus is not so much on getting along as ‘body’, but rather on
functioning within our giftedness. Any good athletic team or
business does the same . . . help people find their best “fit” so
they can maximize their potential! That's our aim at Calvary
Church . . . have you found your “best fit” yet?

Now add to this, Ephesians 4:11-16. Do you see here
the matter of “synergy” goes one step further . . . into
development? Coaches and business leaders have one key
role . . . keep developing the potential of every person on the
team, so the team’s synergy improves and greater success is
achieved! Right? This weekend as your favorite football team
takes the field, isn't that what you want to see?

What about Calvary Church? As Jesus Christ, our leader,
continues to develop us, are we EACH growing as fast as we
can, to become all we can be, so He can lead us together to
accomplish in Walworth County and our world, all He wants
to accomplish through our team, Calvary??? What are the
key variables here? First, every person at Calvary is growing
in their relationship with Jesus. Second, we each/all are
engaged in helping the Holy Spirit connect us together in
one large tapestry of God's people. Third, we're each/all
discovering and developing our God-given gifts, passions,
talents, which God can use for accomplishment of His mission
in our world. Fourth, we are working at maximizing the
synergy between us, so we can maximize our potential as
a vibrant church, Calvary, locally and globally! Right? Did you
shout ‘right’?

Now look closely at yourself, do a spiritual inventory.
What steps can you take to improve your synergy potential?

P
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