
     With Thanksgiving behind us, we rush toward Christmas. 

òAdventó means approach or anticipation of something  

significant. Each year at this time, we celebrate the ôadventõ of 

Jesus Christõs incarnationéGod, the Creator of everything (John 

1:1-4) came here to spend some time living among the human 

race He created. Itõs preposterous reallyéand John does a good 

job of drawing us into the depth of the magnitude of it in John 1. 

òThrough Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made 

that has been made. In Him was life, and that life was the light of 

men.ó That pretty much sums it all up, doesnõt it?! The author of 

life, the originator of any and everything, came to live among us! 

Is anything more amazing? 

 

     This week, letõs consider Godõs invitation as we consider the 

òpossibilitiesó which open when we trust Him. Take some time 

to read Genesis 22, the almost unbelievable story of Abraham 

and his miracle son Isaac. Youõll recall God spoke to Abraham 

and invited him to leave his home, Ur, which is in modern day 

Iraq, and travel to a destination He would make known as  

Abraham simply followed in trust! After nearly 1500 miles of 

travel, they arrived in modern day Israel, and God promised that 

land to Abraham and his descendantsébut the problem was 

Abraham was old and he had NO descendants!!  

 

     Genesis 21 tells us the son God promised, Isaac, was finally 

born when Abraham was 100! Perhaps 10 or 12 years later, God 

asked Abraham to again trust Himéwith his son Isaac! Gen. 22 

seems unreasonableéexcept God is looking way ahead, to our 

time. Mount Moriah is the hilltop where the present òTemple 

Mountó is in Jerusalem. Jesus walked there and wept when  

Jerusalem did not recognize who He was (Luke 19:41-44). Jesus 

healed the sick, taught Godõs truth, and finally was crucified near 

where Abraham took Isaac. Can you see the parallel between 

miracle son Isaac and miracle Son Jesus? Do you understand God 

promising Abraham òthrough your offspring all nations on earth will 

be blessed.ó (Gen. 22:18), was finally fulfilled in Jesus Christ?  

Peoples of all nations can experience new life possibilities when 

living in restored trust relationship with God because of Jesusõ 

òadventó and full obedience to Godõs eternal plan!  

     December 1st, can you believe it? Letõs finish this year well! 

Yesterday we considered one of the first major events in Biblical 

history which involved modern day Jerusalem. Today consider 

anotheré2 Samuel 5. David, the new King in Israel conquered 

the town of òJebuzó and renamed it Jerusalem. Then David 

brought the òark of the covenantó of God from the Tabernacle 

to a small tent he pitched in Jerusalem, (1 Chronicles 15,16)  

probably not far from the place Abraham had taken Isaac several 

hundred years before, and very near the place his son King  

Solomon would construct the first magnificent Temple.  

  

     These were the òglory yearsó. Godõs great blessing poured 

out upon His united people. When Solomon stood before the 

people to dedicate the great Temple (2 Chronicles 5-7) the cloud 

of Godõs Presence came down and filled the Temple, just as had 

happened when Moses dedicated the Tabernacle in the desert 

hundreds of years before (Exodus 40). Note please, that old  

Tabernacle was òpacked upó and brought into the Templeéthe 

great history of Godõs Presence and Power was passing from one 

era to the next!  

 

     The possibilities that loomed before Israel in those days were 

almost unimaginable. God has promised His protection and  

blessingéas long as His people remained faithful to Him. He had 

also warned of disaster if they turned away from Him (note  

2 Chronicles 7:19-22). Sadly, in less than 40 years, the people 

turned away and God withdrew His hand of blessing, and the  

nation of Israel split in two (2 Chronicles 10). 

 

     Generations came and wentésome wonderful times and 

some dreadful times. God sent òprophetsó, men who called the 

people back to God. Too frequently they were disregarded. 

Isaiah was one of the most revered. In about 740BC Isaiah was 

grieving the death of his friend King Uzziah (2 Chronicles 26). He 

went into the Temple to worshipéand encountered God in a life 

changing experience (Isaiah 6). Once again God was inviting one 

of His people to òbehold and believe the possibilitiesóéas  

Abraham and David and Solomon had. Consider Isaiahõs Temple 

experience and ponder the power of worshipping Holy Majestic 

God. Have you ever experienced Him?   

     Isaiah, the man I introduced you to yesterday, was a great 

spokesman for God for several decades. In the dark hours, the 

last years before the northern kingdom of Israel was destroyed 

by Assyria (722bc), Isaiah called out to the people to consider a 

glorious future hopeéconsider Isaiah 9:6,7. A child would one 

day be born, unlike any other, who would be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! It 

was a profound future hope...but so unrealistic that few people 

took much encouragement from his words. Have you noticed 

often hopeful words fall on discouraged and deaf ears? 
  
     òWonderful Counseloróéin every generation people cry out 

to God asking for guidance, counsel, instructions in decision  

making. Youõve done itéasking God about the right person to 

marry, the right job to take, the right car to buy. Jesus brought 

òwonderful counseló to a whole new level, as He spoke Godõs 

truth, Godõs hope to all who would hear it. òI am the light of the 

world, whoever follows Me will not walk in darknessó (John 8:12). Is 

Jesus YOUR counselor? He offers His counsel to you and me 

through the Holy Spirit (John 14:16) and the written word of 

God (Heb. 4:12). How do you seek Godõs counsel? 
  
     òMighty Godóéin every generation we long to experience 

Godõs power unleashed among us. Jesus proved it with His  

miracles, His incarnation, His resurrection and His ascension! 

Jesus is fully God before, during and after His visit to earth. Have 

you experienced Jesusõ miraculous, Mighty God work in your life? 

(Acts 4:12, 13) 
  
     òEverlasting Fatheró is the desperate desire of all peoples. Itõs 

remarkable that God could be considered our òFatheró, but as 

we come to understand that Jesus created us, rescues us from 

the darkness, reconciles us back to relationship with God 

(Colossians 1:13-22) then we understand He is eternal 

(everlasting) and spiritual Father to those who trust in Him! 
 

     òPrince of Peaceó is the cry of every person and Jesus alone 

offers it! John 14:1, 27 and 16:33 are His powerful invitations to 

LIVE in His peace! How is it possible? Only because He has  

defeated Satan, Sin and Death! As our Sovereign, we can trust 

Him, living the possibilities with Jesus. Are you?  



                 DEEPER 

     This week weõve been considering òBehold and Believe the 

Possibilitiesó which are possible ONLY in Jesus Christ. Would 

you look at Luke 1 with me? You know this is the true beginning 

of the New Testament story. The gap between Malachi chapter 4 

and Luke 1 is about 4 centuries of time. I find it so interesting, 

God reaches back to the same place He met Abraham, and 

David, and Isaiahéthe top of Mount Moriah in Jerusalem. This 

time, God reaches by sending Gabriel, His angel messenger, to an 

old Priest who is having his once in a lifetime opportunity to  

represent the nation as he prays inside the Temple at the Altar of 

Incense. As you read Luke 1:1-15, try to imagine Godõs  

excitementéthe moment in history had finally come! It was time 

to put things in motionéwithin a little more than a year, Jesus 

would leave heaven and come to live on earth for a while!!  

 

     I note Zechariah and Elizabeth had never stopped living ôthe 

possibilitiesõ, even though childless for they were òupright and 

blameless.ó With God itõs never too late! Note Gabrielõs  

assurance that Zechariahõs prayer had been heard. There are  

always great ôpossibilitiesõ with God as you continue trusting Him 

in prayer. God knew the deep desire of their hearts was to have 

a son who would continue their priestly family heritage, but 

Godõs plan was much moreéa modern day Elijah! 

 

     I also note Zechariah, even though old, was still faithful in 

serving God as priest. We presume he could have retired, but 

twice each year, Zechariah took his turn as part of the priestly 

rotation, by going to Jerusalem for a week of intense  

ministry work at the Temple. During the rest of the year, he was 

a spiritual leader for the people of his town. Zechariah stayed òin 

the gameó when both his age and his disappointment of being 

childless might have drawn him to quit. Grab thatégreat  

possibilities exist when you are obediently serving God.  

Remember òGodõs work done Godõs way in Godõs time will have Godõs 

resourcesó. As you live that by strategically involving yourself in 

what God is doing, the possibilities of what God might do in and 

through you are endless! If you are married, please note, God 

involved Zechariah and Elizabeth TOGETHER in the miracle. 

How is God uniting you as a couple in His possibilities this  

Advent Season?  
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     This first week of Advent we are considering the theme 

òBehold and Believe the Possibilitiesó. Godõs pattern seems clear, 

consider 2 Chronicles 16:9. òThe eyes of the LORD roam to and fro 

across the whole earth, seeking to strengthen those whose hearts are 

fully committed to Him.ó 

   

     Zechariah was of course overwhelmed that God would reach 

to him as he prayed in the Temple (Luke 1), but even more  

amazing is the òmissionsó God invited him to undertake. He 

would be father to the fore-runner of Messiah, Jesus! Consider 

the description Gabriel gave of who John would be and how  

people would respond to him (Luke 1:13-17). It would seem 

Zechariah would spend the last years of his life mentoring and  

teaching his wife Elizabeth and miracle son John all about Messiah 

and how to prepare Israel for His Advent. Have you noticed 

when young Mary had her encounter with the angel and learned 

she would be miraculously pregnant with the Son of God, she 

went and spent three months with Zechariah and Elizabeth? Was 

there any better couple to help her understand the miraculous 

possibilities before her? Are you fully engaged with all God wants 

to accomplish through you, at any age?  

 

     What do you suppose Luke 1:16,17 mean? Youõll remember 

itõs almost a direct quote from the last few words of the Old  

Testament. The role of a prophet of God was to òbring the  

people back to Godó, and if necessary to warn them of what 

would happen if they refused. The books of the Bible from Isaiah 

to the end of the OT are the words of Godõs prophets to Israel. 

Do you see any modern day òprophetsó calling us back to God 

and warning us in our day? Are you one? While itõs easy for us to 

look for hopeful possibilities, itõs important to understand that 

with God there are dreadful possibilities when we disregard His 

Word and His warnings. Israel learned the hard way, have we?  

 

     Sometimes great possibilities develop when we take time to 

be quiet, listen and ponder what God is saying to us. Thatõs what 

Zechariah was doing for nine months while mute. Look what he  

finally did when God loosed his tongue (Luke 1:57-79). He was 

ready for the most important leadership role of his lifeé

preparing John the Baptist to impact the world!  
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